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bers of the family of the deceased passed them
they cried for alms. If alms were not given
they shouted out, "See you later." Then if
alms were not given on the way out they called,
"Come again/' Many Japanese fear such a re-
mark as a bad omen and so usually the beggars
did a prosperous business.
Mr* Maki gets his biggest fees when a family
decides to have a body interred. At this time
he makes three separate coffins. The inner one,
containing the body., is usually of paulownia wood
which is soft and light. The next coffin is of
cypress and the outermost one is of pine.
Inasmuch as the body is not embalmed as in Western
countries it is usually packed in tea leaves or
wood shavings. In the country where only one
coffin is used, the body is often packed in rice bran.
Between the inner coffin and the cypress coffin
Mr. Maki puts charcoal. The purpose is to keep
the moisture away from the body for in Japan it is
estimated that all graves are under water*
Mr. Maki laments that funeral arranging as a
fine art is a thing of the past Since 1915, when
the funeral of Mr* Kanjo Tani set a $ew fashion by
introducing the foreign style funeral wreath and
the funeral cat, the whole technique of burial has
changed* In the old days there were long funeral